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Flu season in state 
off to a lethal start 


Backlog 
of rape 

kits gets 
scrutiny 


Advocates, laws 
aim to end lags in 
testing evidence 


By Melody Gutierrez 


SACRAMENTO — Ad- 
vocates and lawmakers who 
have pushed to end Califor- 
nia’s backlog of untested rape 
kits say they are hoping the 
national attention to sexual 
harassment and assault will 
drive efforts to pass much- 
needed reforms in the state. 

And, entering the New 
Year, they are focusing on one 
area in particular: California 
has no idea how many rape 
kits are sitting on shelves in 
police evidence or hospital 
storage rooms. 

“We want that changed,” 
said Ilse Knecht, director of 
policy and advocacy for the 
Joyful Heart Foundation, a 
national group pushing to 
end backlogs. 

The foundation’s initiative, 
End The Backlog, tracks how 
well states are tackling the 
issue and tallies how many 
untested rape kits each state 
has based on public-records 
requests and media reports. 
The foundation says Califor- 
nia has more than 13,000 
untested rape kits and that 
legislative efforts to address 
the backlog are trailing other 
states, including Texas and 
Kentucky. 

“Right now, California has 
a law in the books that says 
rape kits should be sent to the 
lab for testing, but that’s a 
loophole big enough to drive 
a truck through,” Knecht 
said. “We want to see that 
should turn into a shall.” 

Knecht said California has 
made progress. On Jan. 1, 
California will add several 
laws to the books, including 
AB4ı1 by Assemblyman David 
Chiu, D-San Francisco, which 
requires law enforcement 
agencies to report how many 
rape kits they have collected 
and examined, then disclose 

Rape kits continues on A8 
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Deaths of 10 people under age 65 cited — 
vaccine-resistant strain most worrisome 


By Erin Allday 


The flu has gotten off to an 
early and fatal start in the Bay 
Area and the rest of California, 
though whether this season 
will go down as more severe or 
longer lasting than usual re- 
mains to be seen, public health 
and infectious disease experts 
said. 

As of Dec. 16, the date of the 
most recent report from the 
California Department of Pub- 
lic Health, 10 people under age 
65 had died from influenza- 
related illness statewide. Typ- 
ically, only one or two deaths, 
and sometimes none at all, 
have been reported in the same 
time frame. The state does not 
track flu-related deaths among 
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Melanie reports of increased influenza 
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WINE COUNTRY FIRES 


Ceremony honors animal casualties 


By Tara Duggan 


For Fernando Mora and Sondra Edwards, the 
death of two horses in their care on the first 
night of the October Wine Country fires remains 
very raw. On that night, they were awakened by 
the sound of trees exploding around their Santa 
Rosa home. Mora tried to let the horses out of 
the barn, but smoke and wind-swept burning 
embers forced him back, leaving the horses to 
the unrelenting flames. 

“It crushed me. It was total devastation,” said 
Mora. They were housing the two young Anda- 
lusian males, who had arrived only the previous 
day, for a friend. “It was as bad as having to turn 
around and leave a human behind.” 

Unlike human casualties, which stand at 44 
from the wildfires, there’s no official count for 
animal deaths in such disasters, including pets, 
farm animals and wildlife. That’s one of the rea- 

Animals continues on A7 
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With her dog Katie Bird at her side, Dixie Keith holds a 
picture of Giorgio, her horse who died in the Tubbs Fire. 


‘Splash Mothers’ 
bestowed more 
than good genes 


Golden State Warriors All-Stars Stephen 
Curry and Klay Thompson, it is often noted, 
were winners of the genetic lottery, sons of NBA 
stars. 

But it’s possible that an even 
more vital element is over- 
looked when it comes to mea- 
suring what makes the Splash 
Brothers great: the Splash 
Mothers. 

Sonya Curry and Julie Thompson drove their 
kids to practices, exerted discipline and instilled 
values, sure. But it goes deeper. The two moms 
were athletes. Really, really good athletes. 

Read and learn, Steph and Klay. 

You both know that your mothers were stand- 
out college volleyball players, blessed with ath- 
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Taking stock of the 10 most 
awful movies of 2017 E1 
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Warnings issued as cold snap 
engulfs much of country A5 
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Looking back at the year’s 
indelible images Section BB 
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